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PHYSICIAN ASSISTED SUICIDE (PAS) FORMAL OUTLINE
I. INTRODUCTION
a. Physician assisted suicide (PAS) is the medical practice that involves the provision of medication for the purpose of helping terminally ill patients commit suicide. The topic has been surrounded by debate over the years with different sides arguing on both ethical and legal grounds. The different in opinion has caught public attention as measures have come into play that analyze the safety of the palliative care and regulations that surround the healthcare system. They carry great implications for patients nearing the end of life and will continue to do so as long as patient’s rights are involved. This paper will conduct a deep analysis on Physician assisted suicide analyzing the debate and ethical dilemma surrounding it from both those arguing against and for the end of life care. 
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II. TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF YOUR TOPIC 
b. Physician-Assisted Suicide works through the act of the physician facilitating the death pf a patient nearing the end of life. They provide the necessary medication and information required to enable them to perform the activity. It is divided into different types including passive, voluntary and active. 
III. DESCRIPTION OF PUBLIC POLICY DEBATES SURROUNDING YOUR TOPIC.
c. Public policy debates surrounding PAS revolve around the laws surrounding its legalization and ethical principles. 
i. The proponents of PAS state that assisted suicide performed on mentally sound people who are nearing their end of life is their right to end suffering and has been upheld in different states in the United States such as the Oregon law. 
ii. Those against it look at it as devaluing human life. The state that medical prognosis changes over time and adds months or years to the patient. They also argue that it goes against the moral principles that guide the society. 
IV. ARGUMENTS FOR PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED SUICIDE
d. In the arguments that favor Physician Assisted Suicide, the main theme revolves around alleviating pain and suffering. 
i. According to the supporters, there are different forms of suffering that patients nearing the end of life face including, physical, psychological, and financial. When patients are at this stage, the medical advances that exist have failed to help alleviate the suffering and assisted suicide is an act of compassion for the individuals. 
ii. The second argument centers on patient’s rights and their autonomy. They argue that it is not right to force a patient to ensure suffering yet they have chosen to end their life. It also argues on the patient rights stating that if patients have the right to refuse treatment they also have the right to choose to end their lives. They have the right to access other medical interventions even if they lead to their deaths and it is a personal decision, not a legal one. 
V. ARGUMENTS AGAINST PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED SUICIDE
e. In contrast, arguments against PAS state that it undermines the Hippocratic Oath that has governed the practice of medical professionals for decades. 
i. The Hippocratic Oath is taken by doctors and involves the promise to ensure that they do not bring any harm to their patients. The law dating back to the fifth century has been a major argument for those opposing PAS. They argue that the use of physician assisted suicide is a way that worsens the illness of patients causing their death therefore breaking the oath of do no harm. 
VI. Opinion and Conclusion
f. Ultimately, I believe that the serious concerns regarding the use of physically assisted suicide in the end of life care have merit. I support the argument that the process of PAS is not ethically correct, as it will have negative effects on the society. It delves into the values of the society and touches on the vulnerable people in the community and the way we choose to treat them 
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